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artery variation (10%) is same to the previous one with 
addition of the subscapular artery. We observed in (11,7%) 
total absence of thoracoacromial trunk, however the four 
vessels consisting this trunk namely pectoral, acromial, 
deltoid and clavicular arose directly from axillary artery. 
At the same second part of axillary artery (5,1%) of our 
review we found out a division of the thoracoacromial 
trunk into a deltoacromial trunk and a clavipectoral trunk. 
Lastly (3,2%) exist double posterior humeral circumflex 
arteries; one arising from the third part of axillary artery 
while the other arises more distally from the brachial 
artery.

In advance, the average number of branches arising 
from axillary artery has been observed many years ago. 
First were De Garis and Swartley [1] who claimed in 1928 it 
can be 6-11 branches. Later in 1959 Heulke [4] decreased 
this number to 4-7. In our study this number is approxi-
mately 6-8 (Table. 3, figure 3).

Moreover, there are the results mentioned about the 
branches of axillary artery in white and negro stocks, where 
there are noticed the journal articles and researches of De 
Garis and Swartley (1928) [1], Heulke (1959) [4], O’Dey, 
Prescher, Pallaa, [13] and Trotter, Henderson, Gass, et al. 
[17]. The mean no. of the branches of axillary artery in white 
and negro stocks, are about 9, 6, 6 and 5 in the specific 
researches accordingly, according to Table 4 and figure 4.

Moreover, there are the results mentioned about the 

management of axillary vessel injuries, where there are 
noticed the journal articles and researches of Vu, Sciaretta, 
Prichayudh, et al. Operative [2], Kogan, Lewinson, [9], Vu, 

Table 2

Origin of Lateral Thoracic Artery  
from Subscapular Artery Author’s name

14,6% Huelke (1959) [4]

23,4% Trotter M et al. (1930) [17]

20% Present study (2020)

Figure 2. Origin of lateral thoracic artery arising from subscapular 
artery in (20%) of cases.

Table 3

Branches arising  
from Axillary Artery Author’s name

6-11 De Garis and Swartley (1928) [1]

4-7 Heulke (1959) [4]

6-8 Present study (2020)

Figure 3. Mean Number of Branches Arising from Axillary Artery.

Table 4

Branches of Axillary Artery  
in White and Negro Stocks Author’s name

6-11 De Garis and Swartley (1928) [1]

4-7 Heulke (1959) [4]

5-7 O’Dey, Prescher, Pallaa, [13]

4-6 Trotter, Henderson, Gass, et al. [17]

Figure 4. Mean Number of Branches of Axillary Artery in White 
and Negro Stocks.




