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room-entry policies for infected individuals in common 
medical wards during the pandemic. Particularly for the 
wards allocated to surgical patients, 61% of the respond-
ents estimated that they lost at least half the surgical beds 
or, in some cases, entire surgical wards were closed for 
some time, the latter being the case according to 30% of 
the respondents.

Almost a third (25/76) of the trainees answering the 
survey, reported that during their residency they have 
been redeployed to assist in COVID-only wards. On the 
other end of the spectrum, 21% answered that they were 
not involved in management of Covid-19 patients.

Ninety-six percent of the residents reported a signifi-

cant reduction in access to operating rooms, compared to 

pre-pandemic levels. According to our results, the median 

(IQR) number of theatres operating per specialty in each 
hospital before the pandemic was 5.00 (3.00-6.00) weekly, 
compared to 1.00 (0.50-2.00) during the pandemic and 
4.00 (2.00-4.75) after the pandemic (p<0.001) (as shown 
in Figure 1). Sixty-six percent of the participants reported 
that the observed reduction in operating rooms has not 
been replenished, and their hospital is still functioning 
with less operating theatres, compared to pre-pandemic 
levels, as presented in Table 2.

Table 1. Baseline characteristics of the study participants.

 Baseline Characteristics Valid % n

Sex

Female 56.6 43

Male 40.8 31

N/A 2.6 2

Age groups

24-28 y.old 30.3 23

29-33 y.old 56.6 43

34-38 y.old 6.6 5

>39 y.old 6.6 5

Covid-19 infection

Yes 90.8 69

No 9.2 7

Covid-19 complications

Yes 7.4 5

No 92.6 63

Basecity

Urban 81.6 62

Province 18.4 14

Type of Institution

Academic 53.9 41

Non-academic 46.1 35

Hospital bed capacity

<100 beds 1.3 1

100-500 beds 34.2 26

500-1000 beds 47.4 36

>1000 beds 13.2 10

 Baseline Characteristics Valid % n

Surgical ward bed capacity

<10 beds 3.9 3

10-20 beds 17.1 13

21-30 beds 28.9 22

31-40 beds 34.2 26

>40 beds 15.8 12

Residency program

General Surgery 72.4 55

Ob-Gyn 6.6 5

ENT 3.9 3

Cardiothoracic Surgery 3.9 3

Orthopedics 3.9 3

Opthalmology 3.9 3

Urology 1.3 1

Plastic Surgery 1.3 1

Vascular Surgery 1.3 1

Pediatric Surgery 1.3 1

Year of Residency

1st year 7.9 6

2nd year 18.4 14

3d year 19.7 15

4th year 18.4 14

5th year 9.2 7

6th year 15.8 12

7th year 6.6 5

>7th year 3.9 3

OB GYN; Obstetrics and Gynecology,
ENT; Ear, Nose and Throat Surgery


